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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

After the foregoing Amendment, claims 3-11 and 14-18 are currently pending 
in this application. Claims 3, 5, 10, and 14 have been amended. Applicants submit 
that no new matter has been introduced into the application by these amendments. 

In the Action, claims 3, 5, and 10 were objected to for minor informalities. 
These informalities have been corrected in the manner indicated as appropriate in 
the Action. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the objection 
to claims 3, 5 and 10. 

Claims 3, 6-9, and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,247,935 (Martin et al.) Claims 4 and 11 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as unpatentable over Martin et al. Applicants 
respectfully traverse these rejections. 

Martin et al. disclose a swim start training apparatus (10) including first and 
second support assemblies (12, 14), first and second hurdle members (14, 16) and a 
starting block assembly (20). 

Martin et al. fail to suggest or disclose an anchor portion mating key element 
comprising an open-ended slot in an open end of an anchor bore, and a starting 
platform portion mating key element comprising a pin fixedly attached to and 
projecting from a starting platform cylindrical support post, as recited in claim 3. 
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Martin et aL also fail to suggest or disclose inserting a support post into an anchor 
portion bore such that an affixed support post pin becomes engaged in an open- 
ended anchor bore slot of the anchor portion, as recited in claim 14. Martin et al. 
disclose only pipes 62, 64 having holes 66 which receive support pipes 68, 70 with 
longitudinally spaced holes (not shown). Removable adjustment pins 69 are passed 
through holes 66 on the pipes 62, 64 and the longitudinally spaced holes on the 
support pipes 68, 70 to provide height adjustable positioning of a platform 60 
(Column 21, lines 21-49). Clearly, none of the components disclosed in Martin et aL 
include an open-ended slot or a pin fixedly attached to a support post. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully submit that claims 3 and 14 are patentable over Martin et 
aL Claims 4, 6-9, and 11 depend from claim 3, and therefore are also patentable 
over Martin et al. 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the Section 102 and 103 
rejections citing Martin et aL 

Claims 3, 6-9, 14 and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 3,390,740 (Brandel et al.). Claims 4 and 11 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as unpatentable over Brandel et al. Applicants 
respectfully traverse these rejections. 
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Brandel et al. disclose a diving board (10) including an embedded sleeve (17) 
which receives a cantilever post (14). The post (14) is angularly positioned in the 
sleeve (17) using a set screw (18). 

Like Martin et al., Brandel et al. fail to suggest or disclose an anchor portion 
mating key element comprising an open-ended slot in an open end of an anchor 
bore, and a starting platform portion mating key element comprising a pin fixedly 
attached to and projecting from a starting platform cylindrical support post, as 
recited in claim 3. Brandel et al. also fail to suggest or disclose inserting a support 
post into an anchor portion bore such that an affixed support post pin becomes 
engaged in an open-ended anchor bore slot of the anchor portion, as recited in claim 
14. Clearly, none of the components disclosed in Brandel et al. include an open- 
ended slot or a pin fixedly attached to a support post. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that claims 3 and 14 are patentable over Brandel et al. Claims 
4, 6-9, and 11 depend from claim 3, and claim 17 depends from claim 14. Therefore, 
these claims are also patentable over Brandel et al. 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the Section 102 and 103 
rejections citing Brandel et al. 

Claims 5 and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as unpatentable over 
Martin et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,907,674 (Miller). Applicants respectfully 
traverse this rejection. 
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Miller discloses a rescue platform (10) having a support frame (12) which 
receives hanger arms (14, 16) which slide therein. Externally inserted locking pins 
(44) selectively engage holes (46) on the hanger arms (14, 16) and aligned holes on 
the support frame (12). 

Both Martin et al. and Miller fail to suggest or disclose one of an anchor 
portion and a starting platform portion comprising a first mating key element 
comprising a pair of open-ended opposed slots in an open end of the one of the 
anchor portion and the starting platform portion, and the other one of the anchor 
portion and the starting platform portion comprising a second mating key element 
comprising a pair of opposing pins fixedly attached to and projecting from the other 
one of the anchor portion and starting platform portion, as recited in claim 5. Also, 
both Martin et al. and Miller fail to suggest or disclose a starting platform portion 
mating key element being a rod that extends through a cylindrical support post 
affixed to the cylindrical support post to form opposing pins that project from an 
outer surface of the cylindrical support post, and an anchor portion mating key 
element comprising two open-ended opposing slots in an open end of an anchor bore 
of the anchor portion, as recited in claim 10. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
submit that claims 5 and 10 are patentable over Martin et al. and Miller 
individually or in combination. 
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Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the Section 103 rejection citing 
Martin et al. in view of Miller. 

Claims 15, 16 and 18 were rejected under 35 U.S.C, §103(a) as unpatentable 
over Brandel et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,040,251 (Hanford). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claims 15, 16, and 18 depend from claim 14 and are patentable over Brandel 
et al. for the reasons discussed above with reference to claim 14. Hanford fails to 
provide the disclosure deficient in Brandel et al. Specifically, Hanford fails to 
suggest or disclose inserting a support post into an anchor portion bore such that an 
affixed support post pin becomes engaged in an open-ended anchor bore slot of the 
anchor portion, as recited in claim 14. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit 
that claims 15, 16, and 18 are patentable over Brandel et al. in view of Hanford. 

Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the Section 103 rejection citing 
Brandel et al. in view of Hanford. 

If the Examiner believes that any additional minor formal matters need to be 
addressed in order to place this application in condition for allowance, or that a 
telephone interview will help to materially advance the prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone at the 
Examiner's convenience. 
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In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, Applicants respectfully 
submit that the present application, including claims 3-11 and 14-18, is in condition 
for allowance and a notice to that effect is respectfully requested. 



Volpe and Koenig, P.C. 
United Plaza, Suite 1600 
30 South 17th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Telephone: (215) 568-6400 
Facsimile: (215) 568-6499 

DPD 

Enclosure 



Respectfully submitted, 



By. 




Dimitri P. Dovas 
Registration No. 51,627 
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